
informed her that he had never seen any-
one deteriorate mentally as much as she!  
It was the jolt Wilson needed to become 
active in her community once again and 
she never looked back.”  She looked to 
politics naturally and became an active 
party worker; she helped to establish the 
Young Liberals, the Eastern Ontario Lib-
eral Women’s Association, the Ontario 
Women’s Liberal Club and the National 
Federation of Liberal Women.  She also 
chaired the League of Nations Society.  
Carstairs states: “Wilson believed that 
women needed to take up the cause of 
world peace, because war grew from 
men’s greed and ambition and only 
women could change history’s direction. 
Wilson used her position in the Senate to 
openly campaign for causes like world 
peace.  The establishment of the Cana-
dian National Committee on Refugees in 
1938 became her outlet.  As chair, she 
helped lobby the federal government for 
policy changes which would enable a 
larger number of Jewish refugees to enter 
Canada.  She also tried to educate the 
government and the Canadian people 
about the atrocities going on in Nazi Ger-
many, but was dismayed at the blatant 
racism of both the public and some mem-
bers of government.  She tried to change 
the focus to children. Sadly, her pleas fell 
on deaf ears.  In all, Canada admitted 
only 100 Jewish orphans, all of whom 
were already in Britain.”   
    I hope you enjoy this issue of our 
Newsletter. I would like to thank Senators 
Poy and Callbeck for their articles; Sena-
tor Carstairs for her book, from which I 
quoted liberally; and Valerie Knowles for 
her excellent biography.   

 

~ Karen Dempsey 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Remembering our                              
First Woman Senator 

    This issue is dedicated to Cairine Wil-
son who became our first woman senator 
80 years ago.  I first read Valerie 
Knowles’ book First Person, Canada’s 
First Woman Senator many years ago.  
Knowles states: “In 1919, at the first con-
ference of the Federated Women’s Insti-
tutes of Canada, Magistrate Murphy, by 
now the president of FWIC, spearheaded 
a unanimous resolution requesting the 
Canadian government to appoint a 
woman to the Senate.  The request was 
soon taken up by many other women’s 
organizations, including the powerful 
National Council of Women.”  A couple 
of years later, Prime Minister Meighen 
was asked to appoint Mrs. Murphy to the 
Senate and he said no; however, he said 
he would if he were re-elected which he 
was not.  In the years that followed, 
women’s groups still championed this 
cause, and Emily Murphy and the 
“Person’s case” went on to make history.  
However, Emily Murphy, who was also 
an active NCWC member, never realized 
her ambition to be Canada’s first woman 
senator.  Knowles reports that Emily 
could have been appointed in 1931 when 
the Conservatives were back in power, 
but the Bennett government wanted to 
replace the Hon. Lessard with another 
Roman Catholic and Ms. Murphy was 
Anglican. 
    Cairine was appointed to the Senate on 
the 15th of February in 1930, just six 
months before MacKenzie King’s govern-
ment was defeated.  It was known that the 
Wilsons were friends of the Prime Minis-
ter’s and perhaps he felt more comfort-
able with this choice, or so it was sug-

gested.  After all, she was wealthy, had 
high ideals, a social conscience, and like 
King, was a devout Presbyterian, in ad-
dition to being a strong Liberal.  In 
Knowles’ book she states that Mr. Wil-
son had initially informed the G-G that 
the couple “did not wish” the appoint-
ment.  The G-G then phoned the PM 
who then phoned Mrs. Wilson.  “She 
reported that the appointment might 
mean a divorce but that she would ac-
cept.”  Fortunately, this did not happen 
and Mr. W. became the proud husband 
of Senator Wilson.   
    Senator Sharon Carstairs wrote that 
she regretfully was not able to contribute 
an article in time for this issue. However, 
she sent me a copy of the book, Dancing 
Backwards which she wrote with Tim 
Higgins. This social history of Canadian 
women in politics begins in the 1870’s 
and is well worth a read; there are also 
many references to Cairine.  An interest-
ing fact noted by Tim Higgins: “Though 
there have been many father-son combi-
nations to serve in the Senate, Cairine 
Wilson and co-author Sharon Carstairs 
are, thus far, members of the only two 
father-daughter combinations.  To date, a 
mother and daughter have never been 
named to the Upper Chamber.”   
    Cairine Wilson was born on February 
4th in 1885 in Montreal to a wealthy cou-
ple, Jane and Robert Mackay.  Jane was 
a daughter of a lumber baron and Robert 
was a well-to-do businessman and Lib-
eral Senator.  Twenty-four years later, 
Cairine married Norman Wilson who, at 
the time, worked in a lumber firm; he 
later entered politics and went on to 
serve several terms as a Member of Par-
liament.  Cairine went on to have eight 
children.  Carstairs reports that: “After 
the birth of her fifth child, her doctor 
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   If you would like to make a donation to 
NCWC’s Firm The Foundation Fund, you 
can mail a cheque made out to NCWC to 
#506, 251 Banks Street, Ottawa, Ontario, 

K2P 1X1. 
    An income tax receipt can’t be issued as we 
don’t have charitable status, however, all dona-
tions are welcome and will be gratefully ac-
knowledged. 
    Whether you are creating a new will or con-
sidering a change to your current estate plans, 
please consider leaving a bequest to this very 
worthwhile organization of which you have 
been a part, and which has played, and will 
continue to play, a vital role in the lives of 
Canadian women. 
 

    Types of donations or gifts can be cash (you 
can make a donation using your Visa or 
Mastercard – call our office at (613)232-
5025); gifts in kind, stocks, bonds, real estate, 
publicly traded stocks, art, collections, real 
property, RRSPs or RRIFs, bequests, Charita-
ble Gift Annuities, Charitable Remainder 
Trusts, or Life Insurance. The recent elimina-
tion of the capital gains tax for gifting publicly 
traded securities/ stock has made this an in-
creasingly popular gift vehicle.  

    You may make a donation in memory of a 
friend or loved one. Celebrate their life through 
a memorial gift to NCWC or make a donation 
in honour of a special occasion or celebra-
tion. 
   You can also make a gift to the National 
Council of Women of Canada Education Fund 
and since this is a not-for-profit, charitable or-
ganization you will receive a tax receipt which 
will give you a tax credit on your income tax. 
For more information on their new project, 
please visit the NCWC website at 
www.ncwc.ca. 

Remember – if you have a Tax Receipt: 

�  You will receive a federal tax credit of 15% 
on the first $200 donated to charity and 29% on 
any remaining amounts. 

�  You can claim the total deduction up to 75% 
of your net income plus 25% of any taxable 
capital gains. 

�  Donations can be used in the current year or 
carried back 5 years. 

· Tax donations up to 100% of income can 
be claimed in the year of death and the 
preceding year.  A bequest at death will not 
provide tax savings during your lifetime, 
however, can have a substantial tax savings 
to your estate. 

It is very important to contact your professional 
advisor, including your financial planner, tax ac-
countant, and lawyer to ensure that you under-
stand the implications of each charitable gift and 
how they impact your current and future situation.                                                                   

Firm The Foundation Fund 

From Your Editor 
Mallory’s report of the ICW General 
Assembly in South Africa last fall, at 
which she represented our President.   For 
the next issue it would be good to hear 
about the many activities undertaken by 
LCWs & PCWs, preferably accompanied 
by photographs!   I much appreciate 
receiving your local or provincial 
bulletins and newsletters even if it is not 
always possible to include material 
excerpted from them in the national 
newsletter.   So choose which events or 
occasions you would like to highlight and 
send in your articles for us all to read. 
    I look forward to seeing many of you at 
the AGM in Toronto at the end of May – 
it should be a very interesting meeting. 
    Please remember to send in your news 
for the next issue by September 15, 2010,  
we look forward to hearing from you. 

by Elizabeth Hutchinson 

Greetings to all members and friends of 
NCWC, and many thanks to all those who 
have sent in articles and suggestions for our 
Newsletter.   It is always interesting to hear 
what is going on in different parts of the 
country – please continue to keep us 
informed.  
    As you see in the President’s message, 
this issue of the NCWC Newsletter is 
dedicated to Cairine Wilson who was 
named Canada’s first woman senator in 
February 80 years ago.   We are very 
grateful to Senator Catherine Callbeck and 
Senator Vivienne Poy for their articles 
reflecting on the place of women in the 
Senate today.   Thanks to the work of our 
fore-mothers we have come a long way, but 
we need to remain vigilant if we are ever to 
achieve parity.   Forty years after the Royal 
Commission on the Status of Women, and 

as we mark 15 years since the Beijing 
Programme for Action was adopted, the 
proportion of women in either the 
Senate or the House of Commons is 
pathetically low and we can all see 
many recommendations ignored and 
promises unfulfilled.  
    As usual we had a good delegation at 
the UN Commission on the Status of 
Women meetings in March, ably 
reported by V-P Mary Scott.  I hope 
you were able to follow her blog, and 
perhaps are encouraged to try blogging 
yourselves! 
    I was pleased to receive several 
articles from our Federates – we 
congratulate the Girl Guides of Canada 
on celebrating their centenary as well 
as the Business & Professional Women 
of Canada on their 80 years of work.   It 
was also good to read Rosemary 
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fuse it with Fiqh or jurisprudence.  
    Currently, this is further exacerbated 
by the conservative movement which is 
encouraged by countries such as Saudi 
Arabia, with its petro dollars. Despite 
this sea of conservatism, there are some 
daring and exciting developments taking 
place within the Muslim communities.  
    I am very excited that CCMW is part 
of an international movement, Musawah, 
meaning equality. This movement of 
scholars and activists has developed a 
framework to advocate for equality and 
justice in the Muslim family.  Over 200 
individuals are gathering in Malaysia, 
under the leadership of the Malaysian 
women’s organization, Sisters in Islam, 
to plan the next steps in the creation of 
change. 
    It is wonderful to see the clarity of the 
vision and the principles that this group 
has developed. The vision states that the 
objectives of the Sharia are justice, 
equality, fairness and dignity of all hu-
man beings. They recognize the values 
of universal human rights and the consti-
tutional rights accorded to all citizens, be 
they male or female. 
    There is a strong commitment to cre-
ate changes in the laws from within the 
rich history of Islamic thought, while 
taking into consideration the contempo-
rary context of our lives.   
    This group of scholars and activists 
knows there was a lot more diversity and 
openness in the past, but the current ri-
gidity and intolerance of some well 
funded Muslims suppresses any interpre-
tation but their own. I pray that our ef-
forts will lead to changes and will not be 
blocked by the misleading use of the 
concept of Sharia.   
    The Musawah statement – “there can-
not be justice without equality” should 
reverberate for all of us where ever we 
may live.  

    So what is Sharia and what is Fiqh! 
 

By Alia Hogben 
Canadian Council of Muslim Women 

(NCWC Affiliate) 

So much has been written about Sharia, 
and yet there continues to be controversy, 
confusion and lack of knowledge as to 
what exactly Sharia means. This is not 
about the confusion amongst non-Muslims, 
but of greater concern is that too many 
Muslims don’t comprehend what this sig-
nificant concept means in their lives. 
    Many of you will recall the heated dis-
cussion in Ontario, 2003-2005, regarding 
the fact that the Arbitration Act permitted 
the use of religious laws in family matters. 
This meant that religious “courts” or tribu-
nals could be implemented specifically for 
different religions.  The Canadian Council 
of Muslim Women, an organization of 
believing women, along with many other 
organizations, gave considerable thought 
prior to advocating against the use of any 
religious laws in family matters.   
    Our struggle took over two years, con-
cluding successfully in 2005, when Pre-
mier Dalton McGuinty agreed that no reli-
gious family laws can be applied in legally 
binding arbitration. This struggle was 
about religious women’s equality rights 
under Canadian family laws.  We based 
our position on research which demon-
strated that none of the religious family 
laws has women’s equality as a fundamen-
tal principle, and any implementation jeop-
ardizes women’s rights and welfare.  In 
preparing our position, we had lengthy 
discussions with Muslim scholars better to 
understand the Muslim issues of Sharia as 
God’s Law and guidance as distinct from 
fiqh that is jurisprudence, which includes 
family laws. 
    CCMW encourages sensitive accommo-
dation but there should be no accommoda-
tion if this adversely affects anyone’s 
equality rights or welfare. Surely that is 
what equal citizenship is all about.  It sad-
dens and exasperates us that to this day, the 
advocacy for “No Religious Arbitration” 
continues to be framed as the “Sharia” 
debate. We made every effort to ensure 
people understood that the struggle was not 
against our own faith, nor about religion, 

or any specific religious group. 
The literal meaning of Sharia is the path 
to the source of the water - which en-
compasses the religious values and prin-
ciples of justice, compassion and equal-
ity of all people.  Sharia can be under-
stood to mean God’s Law in the broad-
est, deepest meaning, and cannot be re-
duced to a set of laws, because it is more 
ethics than law.  As a famous scholar, 
Rahman, concluded the Quran is not a 
legal book but rather it is a book of guid-
ance.  
    Fiqh – jurisprudence - is distinct from 
Sharia. It is the process by which hu-
mans attempt to derive concrete legal 
rules from the two primary sources of 
Islamic thought and practice: the Quran 
and the Sunnah [practices of the Prophet 
Mohammad]  What many confusedly 
call “Sharia laws” are, in fact, the results 
of fiqh, that is, juristic activity, hence 
human, fallible and changeable. Human 
interpretations of religious texts must be 
separated from the ideals and objectives 
of the Sharia.  
    Many Muslims and scholars rightly 
insist that any laws introduced in the 
name of Sharia and Islam must reflect 
the values of equality, justice, compas-
sion and mutual respect. 
    If Sharia is God’s Law - with princi-
ples of equality, justice and compassion - 
then how can some jurists’ interpretation 
lead to family laws which do not reflect 
these values? How then can any Muslim 
believing in God’s compassion think it is 
alright to name these laws as Sharia, 
rather than the fallible work of humans 
trying to develop laws for their social 
context?  
    Muslim women of other countries are 
having a hard time changing their family 
laws which adversely affect women. 
This is because the argument used by 
their law makers is that they use the term 
“Sharia laws” implying that these are 
immutable and not subject to change. 
This is political manipulation and noth-
ing to do with Islam. 
    That is why it is so vital that we cor-
rectly use the word Sharia, and not con-

Misconceptions  
about Sharia  
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     I recently travelled to Haiti. I am a retired Salvation Army 
Officer and my husband (Gilbert) and I were deployed to 
Haiti to spend two weeks in giving some Pastoral Counsel-
ling to our Officers/Pastors. 
    Each one of them (approximately 63) had their own indi-
vidual experience of trauma and accompanying stress follow-
ing the earthquake on January 12th.  Most of them had their 
homes damaged, some so seriously they could no longer live 
in them. The Salvation Army leaders for Haiti were fortunate 
to escape with their lives as their house literally tumbled 
down around them within those 45 seconds. 
    The majority of our officers are still sleeping in tents out-
side as their fears do not permit them to stay in these broken 
concrete homes.  Whenever there are aftershocks, the fears 
return as they hear again the rumble and feel the buildings 
shake.  At the same time, they are ministering to their people, 
assisting with food distribution, offering counselling and 
guidance and encouraging their congregations with their own 
trauma. 
    But the Haitians are strong resilient people and despite all 
the problems and seemingly insurmountable struggles they 
continue believing that life can get better. 

    Salvation Army volunteers from around the world – 
United States, Canada, Jamaica, Switzerland, United King-
dom, Australia - working with many other agencies are there 
to assist with the programs of water and food distribution, 
medical assistance and the move forward to living in a nor-
mal environment.   Many schools are still closed and so there 
is the need 
of renewing 
the educa-
tion pro-
gram. With-
out build-
ings and 
school sup-
plies this is 
most diffi-
cult. 
    We will 
never forget 
this experience and feel privileged to have been able to con-
tribute in a small way to the future growth of Haiti. We will 
retain not only the actual pictures we took but what we saw 
will be part of our memories as well.  

By Marilynn St-Onge 
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Notes on a Mission to Haiti  

Happy Spring and  
International Women's Day 
 
    International Women's Day was celebrated in Burlington with 
a breakfast hosted by the Honourable Paddy Torsney on March 
5.  It was well attended with about 150 women and girls and 
some men, mainly politicians who could afford to pay the $14 
ticket. The speaker was Globe and Mail war correspondent, 
Sonia Verma.  It also featured a group of women, all ages, act-
ing and singing about the  changing roles of girls and women.  
Sonia Verma has been to Afghanistan nine times over the years 
reporting back from very dangerous zones of the war action.  
She chose to be a journalist from her early education days and 
has married another war correspondent, and they often are as-
signed to different places.  They have become parents of two 
girls, and Sonia says she does not want to do anything else ex-
cept that she is now realizing she does not want to be away from 
her children's developing years.  Therein lies the usual mother's 
dilemma, although she does not lack affordable child care as 
many other families do.  Questions were mainly about education 
and careers. 
    The second IWD gathering I attended was sponsored by the 
Sexual Assault Centre and the Status of Women for the city of 
Hamilton.   As I drove toward the centre I was amazed at the 
many groups of women, pushing strollers, holding their chil-
dren's hand, many dressed in their ethnic attire.   

It was quite a contrast to the Burlington venue. This was free 
including refreshments, lunch and child care. There were 250 
women, from various cultures, each table had a language inter-
preter.  There was an Aboriginal prayer and singing opening, 
singing, poems, and special dancing.  According to the statistics, 
Hamilton has a large immigrant population and high numbers of 
unemployment and poverty and speakers spoke on these issues.  
At the round tables all women were asked to celebrate the 
changes that have been accomplished and then to ask for future 
wants.  Questions were mainly about employment and child care 
and training.  
    I was pleased to mentally note that the PCWO has ratified 
many resolutions on many of the identified issues.   While we 
can pat ourselves on the back for bringing our resolutions to the 
government and witnessing some adopted, it is still very impor-
tant to keep reminding those in power that many policies have 
still to be taken up.  
    As I write, we are approaching another round of Resolutions, 
including the NCWC, for members' approval and ratification at 
the next PCWO AGM in St. Catharines, April 23-25, and the 
NCWC AGM in Ottawa, May 27-30.  It is good to remind our-
selves that there are people out there who need our voice to help 
address the many issues that affect all of our lives.  I look for-
ward to seeing all of you at the AGMs. 

 
By Thelma McGillivray, President PCWO 



    Eight-year-old Brownie Taylor Irving learned how to sort 
items in a recycling box. She also tracked how much water her 
family consumed.  Completing the very modern tasks netted 
her a couple of Girl Guide badges steeped in tradition, but re-
flecting today's concerns. If she wants, the St. Catharines girl 
can earn more accolades for exploring technology and Internet 
safety. 

    These aren't your grandmother's Girl Guide badges.  
    "We try to look at what is happening in the world around us 
today and adapt our programs to address those concerns, issues 
and trends," said Linda Crawford, director of operations for 
Girl Guides Canada. "And we speak to the girls. We say, 'OK, 
what's important to you, what are you interested in? And we 
create programs and challenges based on what the girls want to 
do."  
    This year, Girl Guides of Canada, which started in St. Ca-
tharines, is celebrating its 100th anniversary. While the organi-
zation struggles to keep up membership, it says it's still rele-
vant in changing times.  "It's a good social program for them," 
said Taylor's mother, Kim Irving, who leads a Sparks group 
and has been involved with the organization for 28 years. 
"They share with other people and get out in the community."  
About 1,000 girls in the region are members of Girl Guides, 
from five-year-old Sparks to 18-yearolds in the senior 
branches. They're part of a long tradition that began in England 
in 1909 and spread to Canada when the first Canadian Girl 
Guide unit was formed in St. Catharines on Jan. 11, 1910. That 
unit held its meetings under leader Mary Malcolmson at the 
Welland House Hotel, now a student residence at King and 
Ontario streets.   According to articles in The Standard, the 
unit's first outing was to Queenston in a covered wagon for the 
unveiling of the statue of Laura Secord. 
    The guiding movement quickly grew and by 1912 there 
were units in every province.  Local members will gather for a 
reception at the former hotel today to mark the anniversary.  
On Saturday, the national office will kick off a year of celebra-
tions from Toronto's Casa Loma, where Canada's first Girl 
Guide Commissioner Lady Mary Pellatt lived. Throughout the 
year and across the country there will be rallies, special events 
and even a redesigned cookie box.  
    Since Mary Malcolmson's day, a lot has changed, from uni-
forms of pants instead of dresses, nylon tents and badges with 
those modern twists.  What hasn't changed are the basic princi-
ples of guiding itself, Crawford said. They include providing 
girls with opportunities to gain new skills through activities, 
explore the outdoors and make new friends.  But today's Girl 
Guide organization has to compete with a multitude of other 
activities vying for girls' time. There were twice as many 
members in Niagara in 1970 than now. In 2007, the Guides 
store on Church Street was one of about a dozen in the prov-
ince to close because they were money losers. "It certainly has 

been a struggle, there's no question about that," said Beverly Bel-
lingham, administrator of Community Guiding Unit 10, which 
covers the Niagara region. "But I think it's the spirit of the peo-
ple, the leaders involved, that continue to provide programs that 
makes it interesting for the girls."  Bellingham said the mission 
of Girl Guides of Canada -- to enable girls to be confident, re-
sourceful, courageous and make a difference in the world -- is 
exactly what the girls get out of it.  
    Even selling cookies builds confidence because they are given 
responsibility.  Bellingham said when she started Brownies at 
age 8, she was a shy child, but Guiding provided a safe place to 
come out of her shell. "So you can go and have fun with the rest 
of the girls and not be judged on who you are, how much money 
you have, what you're wearing, that kind of stuff that is out there 
in the schools, I think." Bellingham said leaders who provide the 
most varied programs get the most members coming out, because 
the girls spread the word that they're having fun.  
    Crawford said it's that variety and scope of activities and ex-
periences that sets Girl Guides apart from other organizations 
and will keep it going into the future. It's not just focusing on 
dance or hockey. "We provide an opportunity to explore the out-
door environment, go camping, go boating, work with animals," 
Crawford said.  "We do crafts, we learn how to help out in our 
community, we learn citizenship, we learn all sorts of things that 
are very different from what you might find in other activities for 
girls."  

Reprinted with permission from The St Catherine’s Standard 

 

By Karena Walter, St Catherines Standard 
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BPW Canada celebrates 80 years 
By Sue Calhoun, President, BPW Canada 
    The Canadian Federation of Business & Professional 
Women’s Clubs (BPW Canada) will mark its 80th anniversary at 
its Biennial Convention at the Horseshoe Resort north of Toronto 
in June. 
    BPW Canada, a member of the National Council of Women, 
was also a founding member of the International Federation of 
Business & Professional Women, which is also celebrating its 
80th anniversary. BPWI has Category 1 Consultative status at the 
United Nations. 
    Canada was one of six founding members of BPWI in 1930, in 
Geneva. The organization’s raison d’être was advocacy for 
women in the workforce, which remains its key objective today. 
Over the years, the group has also provided leadership develop-
ment and career advancement opportunities for women. It also 
provides mentoring opportunities within a supportive network. 
    Our 42nd Biennial Convention will be held June 18 – 20, 
2010. We welcome friends and colleagues from sister organiza-
tions to come help us celebrate 80 years of educating and em-
powering women. More information is available on the 
“Upcoming events” page of our website.  

More Than Cookies:  
A Century of Camp, Friends and Focus  



 

In 1893, Lady Ishbel Aberdeen, wife of the then Governor General, 
was responsible for the formation of the National Council of 
Women of Canada. She had been instrumental in the formation of 
the International Council of Women in 1888.  The founding meeting 
of ICW took place in Washington, D.C.  Susan B. Anthony was 
named President.  At that time there were 9 countries represented by 
46 delegates: England, Ireland, France, Norway, Denmark, Finland, 
India, Canada, and the United States.  Objectives were to work with 
organizations throughout the world to promote health, peace, equal-
ity and education. 
 

Initially the International organization met every 5 years.  NCW Canada became an official member in 1897.  The International 
Organization now meets every three years and has a membership of nearly seventy countries. 
 

Customarily, Canada sends a good-sized delegation to the Triennial, with the President and a few delegates partially funded to 
attend, and other delegates unfunded.   Recent meetings were in Perth, Australia and Kiev, Ukraine. This year, with no resources 
available for the Canadian delegation, I was invited to be Proxy President representing NCWC at the International meeting to be 
held in Johannesburg, South Africa.  I was the only delegate from Canada in attendance.   My husband attended as a companion. 
 

A two week-long international conference encompasses more than can be detailed in a short report.   This was an outstanding 
meeting with numerous highlights. 
 

The Conference was co-convened by the 1st Vice President Cosima 
Schenck from Switzerland and the National Council of Women of South 
Africa. Cosima chose Johannesburg as the site for the triennial; she and 
her husband had once lived near the city, and she knew how beautiful it 
was in the springtime.  The hotel and conference centre covered many 
hectares, so we did a lot of walking, but little carts were available for 
transport if needed.  The meals at the hotel had the most generous buffet 
I’ve ever encountered.  The jacaranda trees and bougainvillea were gor-
geous and there were numerous birds of many varieties moving freely all 
around the grounds and in and out of the buildings.  The weather was 
warm during the day and cool during the night. Time did not permit me 
to visit a game park, although my husband did.  Fortunately, there were 
other husbands in attendance and they joined forces to take a number of 
side trips. 
 

Delegates had two excursions, a tour of Johannesburg and a trip to 
Soweto (South Western Township.)   Johannesburg is the largest city in 
South Africa containing some beautiful areas, particularly in the suburbs, 

and some rundown parts.  At the moment, with the pending world-cup to take place there, there is considerable construction with 
many roads being built and large buildings under construction.  For that reason, many men are currently employed and there is a 
very upbeat feeling.  At the same time, there are still serious social problems and we were made very aware of some sad history 
in our visits to various regions.   Jo’burg is not a capital city, but it does contain the Constitutional Court which we visited.   
Soweto was home to two Nobel Laureates:  Bishop Desmond Tutu and Nelson Mandela. 
 

The NCW South Africa members and the ICW Executive, led by President Anamah Tan, made delegates from over 40 countries 
feel very welcome. 
An opening reception, celebrating 100 years of NCSA history, featured school girls singing and playing 
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International Council of Women 
General Assembly 2009 

Johannesburg, South Africa   

New ICW President, Cosima Schenk 

Attendees at the ICW 

...continued on page 7 



marimbas, instruments made by the husband of a Council member.  All of the 
several groups entertaining us at events during the conference were young 
people: school children, rescued street children dancers, and instrumentalists 
in the restaurants.  This made poignant the posters in the reception area ex-
pressing concern about the potential for human trafficking during the upcom-
ing World Cup 2010, much as concern was being expressed on the Canadian 
west coast about possible trafficking before, during and after the 2010 Winter 
Olympics. 
 

Equality for Women is Equality for All was the theme.  All but one of the 
proposed resolutions passed.  A proposal to allow more than one National 
Council per country was defeated.  During the reporting period from the vari-
ous federates, I had the opportunity to speak briefly to the written report by 
our NCWC President Karen Dempsey. 
 

A seminar on AIDS and the effects on women as care-givers and victims was presented with noted 
researchers, public figures, front-line workers, and people living with the illness.  One medical doc-
tor and researcher described her work over nearly twenty years.  It was interesting to learn on re-
turning to Vancouver that local researchers have been sharing their research with their South Afri-
can counterparts for some period. 

 

Results of the election of ICW officers have been posted on the ICW-CIF website. 
Cosima Schenck was elected President for the 2009-2012 term and the ICW headquar-
ters will remain in Paris. 
 

Three countries put in a bid for the next ICW Triennial: South Korea, Taiwan, and 
Thailand.  All the presentations were outstanding and making the choice of just one 
will be a difficult task for the new Executive which meets in Papua, New Guinea mid-
term.  ICW Theme 2009-2012: Progress for Women is Progress for All. 

 

Report by Rosemary Mallory , NCWC Delegate 
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Musical entertainment at ICW 

New ICW President Cosima Schenk  (seated) 

In Memoriam Edith Jacobson Low-Beer (1916-2009) 
By Maïr Verthuy, Past President MCW 

    It is with much sadness that we announce here the passing of Edith Jacobson Low-Beer, one of Canada’s great humanists and 
longtime member of the Montreal Council of Women. 
    Mrs Low-Beer is certainly best known for her innumerable social activities; for over 60 years she devoted her time and energy to 
improving the lives of the communities around her.  In particular, after the death of their schizophrenic son, she and her husband 
created the Elizabeth Jacobson Family Foundation, aimed at developing research on certain mental illnesses.  This is the fifth larg-
est family foundation in Canada and has since developed in many ways involving setting up research grants for specialists, develop-
ing mental health programmes in a number of hospitals, helping through AMI with the building of special homes for itinerants in 
mental distress.  She was «catholic» in her involvements, being also, for instance, a member of the Friends of the Mountain.  The 
list of all her activities, the description of all her commitments, a serious survey of the generosity that characterized her would re-
quire far more space than we have here. 
    Mrs. Edith Low-Beer received many honours in her lifetime, including the Order of Canada in 1996, Officer of the National Or-
der of Quebec in 2007, an honoris causa doctorate from the Université de Montréal in 2009, the Merit Prize from the Institute for 
Neurosciences, Mental Health and Addiction in 2002, and an honorary membership to both the McGill University Department of 
Psychiatry and the Faculty of Medicine of the Université de Montréal. 
    We, at the MCW, are extremely proud to have known her and to have had the privilege of counting her among our members until 
the very end.  We miss her. 



UNCSW on BEIJING + 15 
    The 54th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women 
(CSW), held from 1–12 March 2010, brought together more 
than 3,400 participants from over 450 organizations for the 15-
year review of the implementation of the Beijing Declaration 
and Platform for Action (BPFA) and the outcomes of the 23rd 
special session of the General Assembly (2000).  
    It was a challenging CSW to attend, as there were long line 
ups, several locations to get too, and a lack of support in general 
for the NGOs. Being faced with lengthy waits to even receive 
the UN pass was quite unacceptable – some for 6 to 8 hours. I 
was fortunate – only 4 hours. Because of the construction in the 
main building of the UN, security was increased to get into the 
North Lawn Building, where the Secretary General and the main 
Secretariat are now housed. There were interesting events taking 
place there, but to get in was like winning the lottery – you 
never knew if you might get one of the tickets to the venue from 
the NGO desk. The system this year could not have been worse, 
yet the numbers of NGOs was the highest many had ever seen. 
Many NGOs too had paid quite a bit for their tickets to attend, 
and were not pleased to find that access and wait times were so 
difficult. 
    I was glad this was my third year at the CSW, so I had some 
idea of the process. I shared a room with the delegate from 
CFUW, and we shared many common interests. I spent some 
time with 3 of the students, who were excited about being part 
of it all. I had an opportunity to spend time, one on one, with 
Minister Helena Guergis. I attended the reception at the Cana-
dian Mission, and one that ICW was invited to by the Interna-
tional Council of Jewish Women. The reception at the Bahá’í 
International Community office was particularly interesting with 
a presentation by Michael Karlberg on governance – “Beyond 
the Culture of Contest”. FAFIA and the group representing La-
bour had an evening reception, and members of Parliament, 
Anita Neville, MP; Irene Mathyssen, MP; Nicole Desmers, MP; 
and Senator Nancy Ruth were there, plus many Canadian NGO 
representatives. Labour (Canadian Labour Congress, and PSAC 
and the Teachers Society) were well organized and were helpful 
in sharing information, electronically, on a listserv. I, along with 
Nayyar Javid were at the release of the Canadian Shadow Re-
port, prepared by Labour and FAFIA. 
    My first attempt at a blog (http://csw2010.blogspot.com), was 
a good way to send news back home – sometimes with photos. I 
dedicated the blog to Muriel Smith, who has been such an inspi-
rational woman for many of us, in understanding the interna-
tional gender dynamics, and in motivating us to do more. Write 
ups of many of the sessions and links to sites of interests are 
posted there. 
    I attended over 30 sessions at the UN. Some of these were 
formal presentations in the main Conference Room, and some 
were “parallel events”, held at the Salvation Army, and the 
Church Centre. They covered a range of issues – Peace and Se-
curity; Education; Gender and Climate Change; Disaster and 
Mental Health; Maternal Health and Mortality; Social Media; 
Gender Equality Architecture Reform; Peace Education; Stories 

from Indigenous Women. The Interactive Dialogues where there 
were presentation and discussion by noted experts included link-
ages between implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action 
and the achievement of the MDGs; women’s economic empow-
erment in the context of the global economic and financial crisis 
and the evolving status and role of national mechanisms for gen-
der equality. Copies of these presentations, and even a web cast 
of the interactive panels are on the web at 
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing15/ievents.html  
    The outcome of the 2 week session was the adoption of a dec-
laration, which had actually been agreed to before the CSW. The 
NGOs were not happy about that – they wanted consultation, 
they wanted input into what is generally called an “Outcomes 
Document”. A Civil Society Statement was issued listing the 
concerns by the NGOs and which NCWC signed on to at the 
CSW. It is available at http://tinyurl.com/ylbj3v5 

    There were 7 resolutions adopted. These included: 

�  Women, the girl child and HIV/AIDS. 

�  Release of women and children taken hostage, including those 
subsequently imprisoned, in armed conflicts.  

�  The situation of and assistance to Palestinian women.  

�  Women’s economic empowerment.  

�  Eliminating maternal mortality and morbidity through the em-
powerment of women . 

�  Strengthening institutional arrangement of the UN for support 
of gender equality and the empowerment of women by consoli-
dating the four existing offices into a composite entity.  

�  Ending female genital mutilation. 
 

In spite of the demands and challenges at this year’s CSW, I 
came away even more convinced of how important the role of 
NGOs is in the whole life and work of the UN. It is the women 
who work together, who urge governments to take action to sup-
port the needs of women (like the gender violence in the Congo) 
– they not only urge it, they demand it. They bring reality into 
the life of the UN. Their efforts seemed to bring results with the 
Secretary General, and all states agreeing to the establishment of 
the gender entity that will be resourced to do the job that is 
needed.  

By Mary Scott, V-P Legislation 
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Peggy Antroubus 
(women’s rights 
activist and 
scholar), Gita Sen 
(a pioneer in the 
field of gender 
and development)  
with Mary Scott. 
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In Memoriam Florence Thrupp 
Thrupp, Florence May (Harris) née Corcoran,                                                                                      February 1918 – January 2010   
 
Florence passed away peacefully at Peace Arch Hospital, White Rock, B.C.  She was predeceased by her husband George and sib-
lings Gladys MacMillan, Chuck Corcoran and Doris Bodene.  She is survived by her adoring family, daughters Irene Theriau (Red), 
Cathie Redberger (Andy); grandchildren Linette Anderson, Stephen Vicars and Coreen Vigier and their families.   
She was past Chief Factor of Native Daughters Post #1 and Grand Factor of B.C.; Past President of Peace Arch Hospital Auxiliary 
Society, White Rock and District Council of Women and many other organizations.   
“A role model for me and many others, fond memories and inspiration to continue her good work, vision of caring, and gentle di-
plomacy and tact for any occasion.  Thanks for sharing her with the community - White Rock & District Council of Women.” 

By Pat Petrala     (Past President, White Rock & District Council of Women) 

In Memoriam Amy Fowler Williams, C.M. 
 

As members of CPFQ-PCWQ arrived for the AGM in Montreal on April 17th , we were all shocked to hear that our good friend 
Amy had died three days earlier.   She had been a guide & mentor to many of us in our involvement with Council at many different 
levels.   Amy served as President of MCW in 1975-1978 and again in 1992-1994, as we were celebrating our centenary in 1993.  
She was a founding member of PCWQ in 1999 and was Newsletter Editor until she left the province in 2002.   She was President of 
NCWC in 1979-1982 and was involved with the inauguration of the NCWC Development Organization, which had first been sug-
gested at the 1982 AGM.   Amy later served as a Vice-President of ICW as well as being Editor of the ICW Newsletter in the 
1990s.  In addition to her Council involvement Amy also served a term as President of Zonta International, and worked as a volun-
teer with the Montreal YWCA, the Girl Guides of Canada, the Fédération des Femmes du Québec and the Canadian Federation of 
University Women.  From 1989-1992 Amy was President of the Conseil d’Adminstration of Auberge Madeleine, a shelter in Mont-
real for women who are homeless and in difficulty – a cause which was always very close to her heart. 

Amy was born in Peru, where her parents were working, but after her mother’s early death Amy moved to Canada to attend school 
and McGill University.   After graduation she married Jack Williams and settled in Lachine QC, where they raised their three chil-
dren.   After he died in 1992 she continued with her many activities with women’s groups in Montreal and further afield. 

Amy devoted her life to volunteering for a host of social causes, especially those which concerned the rights of women.   The years 
of her presidency of NCWC included the 1980 Québec Referendum and the tumultuous discussions around the patriation of the 
Canadian Constitution and the Charter of Rights & Freedoms.   When it looked as if the clause guaranteeing rights & freedoms 
‘equally to male & female persons’ would be subject to the « Notwithstanding » clause members of NCWC across the country 
joined many other women’s groups & individual women in lobbying, with eventual success, for the entrenchment of women’s 
rights in the Constitution.   Amy was also a full-time advocate for women in such fields as health, education and the environment.   
She chaired a two-year study of the financial status of older women across Canada which resulted, after intensive lobbying, in fun-
damental changes to pension legislation for older women at both the federal & provincial levels.  As a result of her many and varied 
activities for the benefit of women across the country, as well as abroad, Amy was named to the Order of Canada in 1985.   

In 2002 Amy married Dr Keith Quirk, fifty years after she had met him as an undergraduate at McGill, and they moved to North 
Bay, Ontario, where she evidently much enjoyed her new life with many activities and family events.   On an extremely hot August 
afternoon a group of MCW & PCWQ friends met around, not to say in, the Bryans’ pool for a most enjoyable farewell ‘shower 
party’ to bid Amy ‘Bon Voyage’.   She always kept in touch and visited Montreal on a few occasions, though unfortunately illness 
prevented her from attending the NCWC AGM in Montreal in 2005, to which she had been much looking forward.   I used to hear 
from her from time to time, especially when I would ask her to write an’In Memoriam’ for various notable Council members and 
others who had died.   On one occasion I apologized for always turning to her for this, to which she replied, ‘Being asked to write 
the obits comes of being in the obit age bracket - and so glad to be here when I think of the alternatives.”   A Memorial Service in 
Amy’s honour is to be held in Montreal on April 30th which many Council members plan to attend.    

Amy will be sorely missed but many of us rejoice in the time she spent with us – the help she gave and the example of service she 
set.  In lieu of flowers a donation to Auberge Madeleine would be most welcome.    

                                           By Elizabeth Hutchinson, Past President NCWC & Newsletter Editor 
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40 Years Later – The ROYAL COMMISSION                           
on the STATUS of WOMEN 
 
    What were you doing 40 years ago – raising a family, entering 
kindergarten, setting out a career path, volunteering in the commu-
nity, graduating, attending PTA meetings?  Remember in 1970 we 
were just coming to the end of a decade of activism and social 
change.  Black students in Nashville Tennessee had held a peace-
ful sit-in asking to be served at a lunch counter that was reserved 
for ‘whites’ only,  Betty Friedan had published her ground break-
ing book “The Feminine  Mystique”, the Catholic Church had con-
vened  the second Vatican  Council and change was flowing 
through the ‘open windows’,  Canada had a new national flag, 
Trudeau mania hit, the Civil Rights movement  and the Women’s 
movement were in full swing, Barbie dolls were everywhere soon 
to be followed by ”Ken”, bouffant hair-dos, mini skirts and go-go 
boots along with Nehru jackets were the height of fashion , Mar-
shall McLuhan coined the phrase ‘global village” and women rec-
ognized the ”glass ceiling”. 
    Many of us rushed home to watch Ed Sullivan on Sunday eve-
nings, Elvis Presley , Paul Anka, the Beatles, Bob Dylan and Joan 
Baez burst on the scene while Ian and Sylvia and Gordon 
Lightfoot became international  celebrities and household names 
here at home,  on Broadway and in Toronto “ Hair” was shocking 
the audience,  and the Montreal Canadians dominated the sports 
scene.  Television brought us some sad moments as well as we 
watched in living detail the assassination of both John and Robert 
Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King and the war raging far off-
shore in Vietnam that became a lightning rod for objectors.  Can-
ada was deeply affected by the civil rights and anti-war struggles 
and the women’s movement.  The personal became political and 
equality was seen as critical. 
    In the midst of this in 1967 Prime Minister Lester Pearson initi-
ated the Royal Commission on the Status of Women in response to 
demands of advocacy organizations to take a comprehensive ex-
amination of the role of women to make recommendations to en-
sure women equal opportunities with men in all aspects of Cana-
dian society. The Commission took as its guiding theme the words 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights – “all human beings 
are born free and equal in dignity and rights”.     
Within this framework the Commission identified four principles: 
�  That women should be free to choose whether or not to take 
employment outside their homes. 

�  That the care of children is a responsibility to be shared by the 
mother , the father and society  
�  That society has a responsibility for women, because pregnancy 
and child birth and special treatment related to maternity will al-
ways be necessary and 

�  That in certain areas women will for an interim time require 
special treatment to overcome the adverse effects of discrimina-
tory practices 

 

    The Commission reported in 1970 and made 167 recommen-
dations.  The work of the Commission was groundbreaking and 
resulted directly in improvements to the lives of many Cana-
dian women and Canadian society as a whole. Sixty-eight of 
the recommendations related to women and work.   In 1970 
some issues were not apparent. Violence against women, espe-
cially domestic violence, was hidden and there was little con-
sideration of immigrant and visible minority women, women 
with disabilities, and the rights of lesbian women and because 
the Charter of Rights and Freedoms had yet to be written, few 
legal foundations existed for the work of the Commission. 

    On January 10th this year the Liberal Women’s Caucus held 
a Forum to mark the 40th Anniversary of the Commission.   As 
we look back we see that some of the recommendations were 
well received.   It is discouraging to see however, that some 
issues still require serious attention. Canada still lacks a na-
tional child-care and early learning program; pay equity has 
been compromised; women still perform 2/3s of unpaid work; 
the wage gap for women with university degrees is widening; 
poverty underlies every aspect of equality; and is some juris-
dictions women have no access to legal services or reproduc-
tive health care.  For indigenous women affordable housing is 
an issue and currently there are more indigenous children in the 
care of the state than ever went to residential schools.  Canada 
has failed miserably in getting women into parliament.  The 
panel concluded that every policy needs to be submitted to gen-
der-based analysis and that the recommendations, in the con-
text of today, should be implemented fully. 

    From 1970 to today we have had six prime ministers and ten 
governments.  We might ask ourselves – what’s the problem?  
Why have the recommendations of the Commission been so 
flagrantly ignored?  Is it the case, as one panellist suggested 
that the attitude is  “ you’ve come far enough baby”?  In 1995 
with the signing of the Convention on the Elimination of all 
forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) , Canada 
was one of the most pro-equal nations in the world.  With the 
elimination (later re-instated) of the term Equality from the 
mandate of Status of Women Canada  (SWC),  the closing of 
regional SWC offices,  the withdrawal of the Court Challenges 
Program and termination of funding for advocacy activities to 
women’s organizations and cancellation of the Child Care pro-
gram among other changes Canada has dropped to # 73 in the 
United Nations Disparity Measures .  The UN has repeatedly 
responded that Canada has abandoned women.   After 40 years, 
the governments of Canada have failed to respond in any sub-
stantive way that ensures women are truly equal. 
 

By Monica Cullum                                                                  
(Convenor Status of Women – Ottawa Council of Women) 



By Monica Cullum                                                                  
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March 16, 2010 
 

Dear Prime Minister Harper: 
 

On behalf of the National Council of Women of Canada (NCWC), which represents many thousands of Canadians through our Fed-
eration of 15 Local and 6 Provincial Councils of Women and 21 Nationally Organized Societies, may I urge your Government to 
support Bill C–474, particularly because of its recognition that there are health, safety, and environmental issues with genetically 
engineered (GE) crops, and that this Bill will ensure that these are considered before GE seeds are released into the export market.  
 

NCWC has raised its concerns about genetically engineered (GE) crops with the Government for many years. Our position is well 
founded in democratically developed policies regarding GE crops, which would have the government of Canada act in even stronger 
“precautionary” ways than Bill C-474 advocates. For instance, in 1998 and 2000 NCWC urged the Federal government to “ imme-
diately bring the issue of genetic engineering, long term public safety and trade in genetically engineered products into the public 
forum, through the establishment of a Royal Commission; and, in the interim, cease trading in these products to other countries. “  
 

Further to this, in January 2001, having adopted policy to support the use of the “precautionary principle in all matters relating to 
health, safety and the environment,” NCWC wrote to the Prime Minister requesting that Canada sign the UN Cartagena Protocol on 
Bio-Safety, developed by delegates to a Montreal meeting the previous January. While Canada did sign the Protocol in April of 
2001, as of March 2009, it had failed to ratify the agreement - whose aim is to ensure that the environment, biological safety and 
diversity, and human health must be paramount in trade issues. 
  

To date, 157 member countries have ratified the protocol; however it would appear that in failing to do so, Canada, unlike others 
such as the European Union who signed and ratified it early on, believes that trade comes first. 
 

This presumption seems clear in the issue at hand where there has been the illegal GE contamination of flax shipments to European 
Union countries who are refusing to buy our crops for environmental and safety reasons. Yet the Canadian Government appears 
ready to give approvals for GE alfalfa sales, despite the outcry from farmers, and farm groups, such as the National Farmers Union 
which wholeheartedly supports Bill C-174 and the Canadian Federation of Agriculture, which supports it in “spirit." 
 

In light of this, NCWC asks once more, in the interest of public health, safety and the environment that the Government support Bill 
C-474. 
 

 

Sincerely,  

Karen Dempsey 

President , NCWC  

506 -251 Bank St., Ottawa ON K2P 0L4 

karen.dempsey@ns.sympatico.ca 

902-422-8485 (Halifax) 

613-232-5025/877 -319-0993 (Ottawa) 
 

[Text prepared by Gracia Janes, President NCWC Education Fund and former NCWC VP Environment] 
 

c.c. The Hon. Gerry Ritz, Minister of Agriculture  

Michael Ignatieff, MP, Leader of the Official Opposition 

Jack Layton, MP, Leader of the New Democratic Party 

Gilles Duceppe, MP, Leader of the Bloc Quebecois  

Alex Atamanenko ,MP, sponsor of the Private Member’s Bill C-474 

Other Members of Parliament  

GE CROPS SEEDS LETTER TO  

THE PRIME MINISTER 
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MUSINGS on our SENATE  
& The Actions We Must Take 
    The Canadian Senate came into existence in the year 1867, 
the year that saw the creation of the Dominion of Canada, which 
included Quebec, Ontario, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 
Gradually it was enlarged and is now composed of thirteen 
provinces and territories.  Many changes have taken place over 
the years; usually these led to greater democracy but sometimes 
the Senate can be sidetracked. In that context, I want here to 
offer a few reflections on the rôle of women and the desirability 
of an elected Senate. 
    The purpose of the Senate was to offer the possibility of 
«sober second thought» through the appointment of members of 
the Canadian elite!  Women, as we shall see, were excluded 
until 1929, at least white women were.  It took a little longer for 
the Senate to diversify.  You will recall that it took years of 
struggle and «pink teas», animated by the Famous Five from 
Alberta, for women to achieve the right to be considered Persons 
and thus to be named to the Senate.  The Famous Five were : 
Emily Murphy, Irene Marryat Parlby, Henrietta Muir Edwards, 
Louise Crummy McKinney, Nellie Mooney McClung, all from  
Alberta.  To achieve their goal, given the stubborn negative re-
sponses provided by various instances, including the Supreme 
Court of Canada, they had recourse to the British Judicial Com-
mittee of the Privy Council who immediately agreed to their 
request. 
    In 1984, Anne Cools became the first Black person to be ap-
pointed to the Senate under the Prime Ministership of Pierre 
Elliott Trudeau.  In 1997, Thelma Chalifoux was the first Metis-
Aboriginal women to be appointed, also by the Liberals.  In-
deed, two other firsts may also be attributed to them : !998, 
Vivienne Poy, of Chinese descent; 2001, Mobina S. B. Jaffer, 
the first Muslim, the first African-born person, and the first of 
South Asian descent. 
    In 2005, women made up more than one third of Senate mem-
bers, a higher proportion than in any other Western country.  
Canada was highly envied by women across the world.  Today, 
whereas in other countries the status of women is progressing, in 
Canada the situation is suddenly less promising.  We are rapidly 
losing ground in our ongoing struggle for equality, currently 
«enjoying» just over a quarter of the membership.  Two thirds of 
the women still sitting in the Senate were appointed by  succes-
sive Liberal governments and many will, alas, soon retire.  Dur-
ing the two periods when he prorogued Parliament, Prime Min- 

ister Stephen Harper appointed well over thirty new Senators, 
fewer than 10 of whom were women.  We cannot be optimistic 
about the future.  It is time we women and also many men re-
acted to this new masculinisation of the Senate and demanded 
the parity that alone can give this institution any semblance of 
equality or democracy. 
    Our Prime Minister, when he was in Preston Manning’s oppo-
sition, also touted an elected Senate.  That, of course, would 
require a constitutional change with all the hassles thus entailed 
and might not ever come about.  Having said that, Mr Harper 
seems less enthusiastic today than he was then; one can only 
wonder if he realizes that a general election of that nature would 
be unlikely to produce a conservative majority! 
    Above all I would like to draw your attention to other issues  
arising from elections.  When the Senate was first set up, direct  
elections were seriously considered.  It was, however, decided 
that an elected Senate would be totally inappropriate since it 
could easily conflict with the more democratic House of Com-
mons and override its decisions.  We can see that problem very 
clearly when we consider the United States and the discussions, 
debates and votes over Health Care.  Let us also remember the 
cost of elections; that in itself is prohibitive. 
    We should also consider once again the role of women.  Po-
litical parties are well known to be loath to propose, finance and 
support women candidates; they are even more cautious when it 
comes to members, particularly women, from cultural minori-
ties. 
    Yes, the Senate needs reform but not Reform.  If, as I believe, 
direct elections are too costly and far too counter-productive for 
the population at large, perhaps it would be simpler to create an 
inter-party committee to establish new rules on appointments to 
Senate, or to set up a system that would allow provinces and 
territories to nominate candidates whose capacities would be 
reviewed by this same inter-party committee.  We must also 
make sure that all our elected members can participate in the 
debate; it must become illegal for a Prime Minister to take ad-
vantage of a prorogued parliament to act in his or her own inter-
ests.  Whatever process is chosen or developed, we must ensure 
that it reflects the reality of the Canadian population as well as 
its regional concerns. 
WE WOMEN AND THOSE WHO SUPPORT US MUST  
ENSURE THAT WOMEN OF DIVERSE ORIGINS AND 
TALENTS COMPOSE 50% OF THE SENATE MEMBER-
SHIP.  MAKE YOUR VOICES HEARD NOW!! 
 

By Maïr Verthuy, Montreal Council of Women,                           
Provincial Council of Women of Quebec. 

In Memoriam Anne Sinclair 
By Thelma McGillivray, President PCWO 

Mary Lemyre has reported that Anne Sinclair passed away on March 19th, after a three week stay in hospital.  Anne will be remem-
bered as a former PCWO president, NCWC representative for the CNE and a dedicated member of Toronto Council of Women for 
over 30 years. Her last responsibility for TCofW was as treasurer.   (She also served on the NCWC Board from 1998-1999 and 
much enjoyed welcoming the NCWC AGM for the meeting in Toronto in 2000. Ed.)  The last time I saw Anne Sinclair was when I 
attended founder's day in Toronto last fall. Anne was in good health, enjoying the day and working hard distributing material and 
raising funds for a good cause.  No funeral or memorial has taken place by her request (through her niece). 



By Maïr Verthuy, Montreal Council of Women,                           

Cairine Wilson – First Woman Senator 
    “On February 15, 1930, Cairine Wilson became the first 
woman to be appointed to the Senate of Canada. As a woman 
Senator, I owe her, and the women who made her appointment 
possible, a debt of gratitude. I honour Senator Wilson’s legacy 
in my own work as a public servant”.  
 

    Like the many women who have achieved high office in Can-
ada over the last century, Cairine Wilson did not enter into the 
Senate of Canada alone.  
    Instead, her path to the Senate of Canada was paved by the 
efforts of a group of women who are known across Canada as 
The Famous 5. These women, Irene Parlby, Louise McKinney, 
Henietta Muir Edwards, Nellie McClung, and Emily Murphy, 
defied the British North American Act’s definition of women as 
persons only in terms of pains and penalties, and not in the mat-
ters of rights and privileges. Under this definition, women could 
not be appointed to Canada’s Senate because they were not 
deemed “qualified persons” as understood by the Act. This 
situation existed despite the fact that women were already able 
to vote in many provinces, and federally, as of the mid-1920s. 
    Emily Murphy challenged this law by attempting to become 
Canada's first female Senator, and she was supported in this 
effort by members of the National Council of Women of Can-
ada, and many other women’s organizations, which garnered 

more than 500,000 signatures on petitions asking that she be ap-
pointed to the Senate. Between 1917 and 1927, successive gov-
ernments said they would support the appointment of women, 
but the law stood in the way. 
    Finally, The Famous 5 asked the Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Council in London, England, the true Supreme Court for 
Canada at that time, to rule on the question as to whether the 
word “persons” in Section 24 of the British North America Act, 
1867, included female persons. On October 18, 1929, the Privy 
Council in Britain ruled that women could be appointed to the 
Senate of Canada.  
    I had the honour of being one of the 5 women to fund the con-
struction of The Famous 5 statues, by sculptor Barbara Paterson, 
which were unveiled at the Olympic Plaza in Calgary in October, 
1999. The following year, similar copies of The Famous 5 stat-
ues were placed on Parliament Hill. This happens to be one of 
the most popular places for visitors to Parliament Hill. As these 
visitors share in the meeting of The Famous 5, I hope they will 
also take the time to thank the women who helped to change Ca-
nadian history. 
    Thanks to The Famous 5, Cairine Wilson, and I, and many 
other women, were appointed to the Senate of Canada. Everyday, 
as I pass The Famous 5 monument, I remember their legacy of 
determination and hope.  

By Senator Vivienne Poy 
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Cairine Wilson - A Pioneer in Canadian Politics 
 

    In 1996, the Lieutenant Governor of Prince Edward Island, the Premier, the Leader of the Opposition, the Speaker of the Legisla-
ture and the Deputy Speaker, sat down together to have their picture taken. In what surely is a precedent in Canadian politics, all of 
them were women. As Premier at the time, I had the distinction of being the first woman elected to lead a government in Canada. 
The other women in the photograph that day also earned distinction in their own way. 
    If that photograph is a reminder of how far women have come in the public life of this country, a survey of the gender composition 
of our present representatives is also a reminder of how far they have yet to go. Although many women have had outstanding careers 
in public life, we need more of them to really make a difference. 
    In celebrating the 80th anniversary of Cairine Wilson’s historic appointment to the Senate, we pay tribute to those women who, 
like her, have led the way in making it possible for successive generations of women across Canada to become active in public life. 
Her remarkable and outstanding career, and her strong advocacy of issues related to social justice and equality, have been an inspira-
tion to all those who have followed and serve as an example of what can be achieved. 
    Today, women are making their mark in business, in the professions, in arts and culture, in academia - and in politics. I believe 
that society is increasingly moving towards accepting women in public life, not simply based on their gender, but also on their ability 
and their contributions. We owe a debt of gratitude to all those remarkable women. 
    Despite the progress that has been made, we are still a long way from achieving greater equality in both the public and private 
sectors. Our political institutions must reflect the rich diversity of our society. We must continue to create more opportunities for 
women and other under-represented groups to enter public life, and provide greater support and encouragement to them. I applaud 
the work of the National Council of Women of Canada for its ongoing support and advocacy of those issues which are of importance 
to all of society. 
    Cairine Wilson’s outstanding career as a senator, and her many achievements, continue to inspire and inform us today. Like others 
who have led the way, her commitment and passion have made it possible for women to take their rightful place in the public life of 
this nation. 

    May we all picture a time when women take their place as equals. 

By Senator Catherine Callbeck 
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March 18, 2010 
 

The Right Hon. Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P 

Prime Minister of Canada 

House of Commons 

Ottawa, Ontario   K1A 0A6 
 

Dear Prime Minister: 
 

RE: FUNDING CUTS TO FIRST NATIONS UNIVERSITY 
  

It has come to our attention that funding to the country’s only First Nations University (a federated college of the University of Re-
gina) has been cut, which means that the University will have to close as of March 31, 2010, unless the Federal Government restores 
$7.2 million in funding.  
 

It is also our understanding that FNUC, FSIN (Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations) and the University of Regina had put 
together a transitional management arrangement that would allow the University of Regina to oversee financial matters for a period 
of four years after which full control would revert to FNUC.  The Canadian Association of University Teachers is also fully in sup-
port of having funding restored to FNUC. 
 

We strongly urge this government to reconsider this decision and restore funding to FNUC immediately.                                 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Karen Dempsey 

NCWC President 
 

cc: Hon. Michael Ignatieff 

     Hon. Jack Layton 

     Hon. Gilles Duceppe 

     Hon. Chuck Strahl 
 

The National Council of Women of Canada is a federation comprised of Local Councils, Provincial Councils, and National Organi-
zations. Founded in 1893, it was incorporated by an Act of Parliament in 1914 and has been designated by the Government of Can-
ada as being of national historic significance for its role in Canadian women’s history. For more information, consult our web site at 
www.ncwc.ca or contact our national office at #506, 251 Bank Street, Ottawa, Ontario, K2P 1X3. 
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